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tion and consideration.1 The aspirant was admitted with due
ceremony ; and was solemnly invested with the habit of his
Order by the master himself. At first no stipulation was made
as to the nobility of the knights, although it was in course of
time insisted upon as a condition precedent to admission.2 In
the case of the clerical members, noble birth was not essential.

The homage that was due from every master to the sove-
reign, the manner of recruiting, the obligations of the knights
to the master, to the king, and to one another, with numerous
minute directions as to the acquisition and disposal of plunder,
and the administration of the property of the Orders, are the
subject of various charters and bulls of incorporation ; and the
absolute power of each master was tempered rather by these
organic statutes than by any respect for royal authority or
municipal law. The vows of the military knights in each of
the three Orders were (1) of Obedience, which was rigorously
enforced ; (2) of Poverty, which did not import the giving up
of worldly goods, as in the case of purely religious confraterni-
ties, but was simply taken to mean that no property granted to
the Order should be used for the individual advantage of any
individual knight. But the masters were permitted to dispose
by will of one-half of all such property as they might have
acquired from the Order. The vows (3) of Chastity did not
prohibit lawful marriage, but enjoined only conjugal fidelity.3

From the first institution of the Orders, the masters en-
joyed the fullest powers for the political and military govern-
ment of their subordinate knights and dependents, and to this
was soon added an authority over the ecclesiastical associates
of the Orders. No sooner had the masters of Santiago acquired
the special patronage and protection of the Holy See, than
they sought, in the words of Benitez, fraudar la jurisdiction of
their founder Ferdinand II., by a pretended cession of Castro-
Tarafto the Papal Legate Jacinio. And so independent and
presumptuous did these masters become,4 that instead of the
modest title of Alferes, with which in the early days they con-
tented themselves, they assumed the style of Maestre, por la
gracia de Dios.

The relations of these powerful captains with Papal Rome

1 Benitez, 5, 7, and 14.                           *ttid,t 14, 15, 21.

3 Except in the case of the more distinctly religious Order of Calatrava.
Benitez, cap. x.

*Se -vid d fas Maestres levantar y deponsr Us Reyes ^ as being sure of tfce
support of the Popes J